February 12, 2015

The Honorable Barack Obama
President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We would ask that you reconsider your decision to veto the Keystone XL pipeline in light of the
significant economic and energy security benefits this project would provide for those states along the
route of the pipeline, and for the entire nation.

According to the State Department’s own analysis, the Keystone XL pipeline will create an estimated
42,000 American jobs. Given the number of jobs at stake, it is no surprise that the project has garnered
the support of many of our nation’s largest labor unions, including the AFL-CIO Building & Construction
Trades Department, the International Brotherhood of Teamsters, and the Laborers’ International Union of
North America. But the real economic impact extends far beyond numbers on a page. As one labor
union representative put it, “this project is not just a pipeline; it is, in fact, a lifeline.”

The pipeline would not only constitute a boon for our economy, but also for our energy security. Many of
our states are at the forefront of America’s energy boom, producing more alternative energy, oil and
natural gas than ever before. Yet even as we make strides toward improved energy security, we continue
to rely on hostile energy sources to meet our needs, and we remain vulnerable to global disruptions that
can send prices skyrocketing for hardworking families. The Keystone XL pipeline would pump
approximately 830,000 barrels of oil a day to U.S refineries, expanding access to a more stable and
affordable energy supply from one of our closest friends and allies.

While the benefits of the pipeline are clear, for today and the future, we appreciate that your
administration required the opportunity to do its due diligence and ensure the project is in the national
interest. The initial application for the Keystone pipeline permit was filed on September 19, 2008. In the
intervening six years, the project has undergone extensive review, resulting in two separate State
Department analyses that found the project will not have any significant environmental impact. The
judicial proceedings you cited in your decision to delay approval of the pipeline in April of last year have
now been resolved.



With one stroke of a pen, you have the power to give thousands of Americans the shot at a good-paying
job that will help them provide for their families and get ahead in a tight economy. Approval would also
demonstrate a sincere interest from your Administration in building bipartisan support for a truly all-of-
the-above energy policy, and strengthen our economic relationship with Canada. Alternatively, you also
have the power to veto the jobs, economic growth, and increased energy security the Keystone XL
pipeline represents. We hope you will take into account the will of the vast majority of Americans who
support this project, including our constituents, and sign legislation approving the pipeline when it
reaches your desk.

Sincerely,
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